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January 11, 2026 – 10:00 AM 



Youth go Directly to Spiritual Art. 

*Please Stand 

GREETING      
The flowers this morning are donated by the Dunn Family in 
memory of our loved ones.  
PRELUDE              What A Friend We Have in Jesus  
CALL TO WORSHIP (from Isaiah 42:1-9) 
Leader: Thus says our God, the one who created the heavens; 

who stretched them out. 
People: The one who gave breath to all people and life to those 

who walk on the earth. 
Leader: God calls us for a good reason: To grasp our hands and 

guard us. As a light to the nations. 
People: See the One who has been chosen, Jesus our friend 

and teacher.  
Leader: God has put the Holy Spirit upon him. He will not cry out or 

lift up his voice to make it heard on the streets. 
People: A bruised reed he will not break. He will faithfully bring 

forth justice.     
OPENING PRAYER 
In this early January frost, we admit to you gracious God, that our 
minds are chilled by uncertainty and doubt. We want to fix the 
problems we face, heal the unrest in our world, while also being your 
loving and faithful people. As we open our hearts and sanctuary 
doors to new members here at Brookside, help us surrender to your 
gentle Spirit that we know is always near. Guide us in the Way of 
your son Jesus. Bless us with renewed hope. AMEN 
*HYMN        Take Me To the Water     N 322 
SCRIPTURE                   Matthew 3:13-17        Denise Forest 
Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized 
by him. John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be 
baptized by you, and do you come to me?” But Jesus answered him, 
“Let it be so now, for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all 
righteousness.” Then he consented. And when Jesus had been 
baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens 
were opened to him and he saw God’s Spirit descending like a dove 



and alighting on him. And a voice from the heavens said, “This is my 
Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 
SERMON          When God Smiles       Rev. Laura Biddle 
ANTHEM            Child of Blessing, Child of Promise    Chancel Choir 

PRAYERS  

LORD’S PRAYER      

OFFERTORY      Spirit Song 

*DOXOLOGY                           

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below;  
Praise God for all that love has done:  

  Creator, Christ, and Spirit One.  
JOINING CEREMONY 

   Adam Burks  Samantha Dean 

   Meredith Burks  Julia DiStefano 

   Bhavani Chimmili  Christine O’Brien 

   Ravitej Oggi  Mark Short 

   Megan McDavitt                            Heidi Robinson  

   Lauren Wenners 

*HYMN             You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore    N 173 

BENEDICTION          

POSTLUDE    O For A Thousand Tongues To Sing         

          

Deacon of the Week: Debi Rapson & Ed Mitchell 
Reader: Denise Forest 

Spirit Squad: Trecartin Family 
Sound Technician: Peter VanAmburg 

Technology: Brian Brady 
 
 

As an open and affirming church, let’s resume wearing our 
 nametags so we can all get to know each other. 

 
 



 

Please Remember in Prayer 
   
Cliff and Martha Church  Anne Lachance  
Susie Collins            The Migliori Family 
Judy Foley                    Anna O’Donnell 
Lloyd Freese    Tim Smith 

   

Brookside’s sponsor children: Eben Gulo and Ryan Pierre 
~ Sakubva Church, UCC – the center candle celebrates our  

Ukama Partnership since 1996 ~ 
 

 
 

 
Envelopes for special Mission donations can be found at the church entrances. 
 
January Book Group - "The Great Believers" 
On Thursday, January 29 at 6:00 pm, the "Brookside Bookers" will be 
discussing the book "The Great Believers" by Rebecca Makkai. Join us for a 
fascinating discussion led by Rev. Laura. To register, please send your name and 
email to the office. The Zoom link will be sent to registered participants during the 
week of the book group. 

 
2026 Pledge Campaign Update 
Greetings, Brookside family & friends! 
The current pledge total for the 2026 Campaign is $100,231.00 with 43 pledges in. 
That means we are $69,769.00 away from our goal of $170,000.00. A great big 
thank you goes out to all those who have made a commitment to support Brookside, 
together we have reached 59% of our campaign goal. If you are considering making 
a financial contribution, it isn’t too late and your generosity sets the foundation for 
the upcoming budget, as pledges are the largest source of revenue for our church. It 
is very important that all pledges are in prior to the Annual Meeting, so we are 
presenting a realistic budget. 
Don’t miss out on your opportunity to be part of this exciting 2026 Brookside Pledge 
Campaign! Send in your pledge form, contact the office, seek out one of the 
Stewardship ministry members or donate online. 

Scan the code to 
donate to 
Brookside Church. 



THANK YOU!!!  
                 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 


