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*Please Stand

GREETING

The flowers this morning are dedicated to the blessings of children
in our lives by the Rapson family.

PRELUDE Come Thou Long Expected Jesus

OPENING PRAYER

God of Wisdom and Goodness, Bless our Advent Season and our
Wreath. May each candle inspire us to appreciate You and one
another. The journey to Christmas is full of Mystery, Miracles, and
Wonder. Help us embrace the time we spend in worship throughout
this Advent season, preparing ourselves for the birth of Your son
Jesus Christ. Guide our hearts and hands as we pray for courage to
restore hope, peace, joy, and love in all corners of the earth. AMEN
FIRST ADVENT CANDLE Mayers Family
As we light this candle of hope, may our trust in God’s eternal
kindness bring a glimmer of hope into our lives. While we wait with
one another for the birth of Jesus, we hold fast to the hope that God
will illuminate the path ahead. Together, as a compassionate
community, let us trust in God’s promise that the Light of the World is
coming once again. Keep hope alive!
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BAPTISM Theodore Julius Rapson
SCRIPTURE Luke 1:67-80 Karen Soule

Then his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and
prophesied: “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has looked
favorably on his people and redeemed them. He has raised up a
mighty savior for us in the house of his child David, as he spoke
through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, that we would be
saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us. Thus
he has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors and has
remembered his holy covenant, the oath that he swore to our
ancestor Abraham, to grant us that we, being rescued from the
hands of our enemies, might serve him without fear, in holiness and
righteousness in his presence all our days. And you, child, will be
called the prophet of the Most High, for you will go before the Lord to
prepare his ways, to give his people knowledge of salvation by the



forgiveness of their sins. Because of the tender mercy of our
God, the dawn from on high will break upon us, to shine upon those
who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into
the way of peace.” The child grew and became strong in spirit, and
he was in the wilderness until the day he appeared publicly to Israel.
Matthew 3:1-4, 11
In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea,
proclaiming, 2 “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come
near.” This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he
said,” The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way
of the Lord; make his paths straight.” ” Now John wore clothing of
camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was
locusts and wild honey. Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the
region around the Jordan were going out to him, and they were
baptized by him in the River Jordan, confessing their sins. “I baptize
you with water for repentance, but the one who is coming after me is
more powerful than I, and | am not worthy to carry his sandals. He
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.

SERMON Wake Up Rev. Laura Biddle
ANTHEM Dona Nobis Pacem Brookside Choir
PRAYERS

OFFERTORY

*DOXOLOGY

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God for all that love has done:
Creator, Christ, and Spirit One.
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BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE We’ve a Story to Tell the Nations

Deacon of the Week: Amara VanAmburg
Reader: Karen Soule
Spirit Squad: The Trecartin Family
Sound Technician: Peter VanAmburg
Technology: Brian Brady



Eg Please Remember in Prayer E@

Cliff and Martha Church Jean Peterson

Susie Collins Anne Lachance
The Drewry Family Diane Mavrogeorge
Judy Foley Anna O’Donnell
Julia Tim Smith

Brookside’s sponsor children: Eben Gulo and Ryan Pierre
~ Sakubva Church, UCC - the center candle celebrates our
Ukama Partnership since 1996 ~

Scan the code to
donate to
Brookside Church.

Envelopes for special Mission donations can be found at the church entrances.

Advent Bible Study

Join Rev. Laura for an Advent Bible Study on December 4, 11, 18 at 6:00pm
on Zoom. We will be focusing on Mary, the mother of Jesus in all 3 studies.
Please contact the office if you would like to participate.
(admin@brooksidecc.org.

January Book Group - "The Great Believers"

On Thursday, January 29 at 6:00 pm, the "Brookside Bookers" will be
discussing the book "The Great Believers" by Rebecca Makkai. Join us for a
fascinating discussion led by Rev. Laura. To register, please send your name
and email to the office. The Zoom link will be sent to registered participants
during the week of the book group.

New to Brookside

Rev. Laura would like to meet with people who are new to Brookside On
Sunday, January 4 in the Manning House Dining Room. The Joining
Ceremony will be held on Sunday, January 11 for all people interested in
becoming members of Brookside.
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Come, O Long-Expected Jesus
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Deadline to Order Poinsettias for Christmas is December 1
The Sanctuary will be decorated with poinsettias for Worship on.
December 14, 21, and 24. If you would like to donate a poinsettia, please submit the
completed form to the church office by Monday, December 1. The cost is $15.00 each.

I/ We

wish to donate

peinsettia(s) in memory of

Enclosed is my check for 5 (made payable to Brookside Congregational Church).

Plants may be picked up after the Christmas Eve service.
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CHRISTMAS AT THE
MANNING HOUSE

Saturday, December 13, 1 -8 p.m.
The Manning House | 2013 Elm St., Manchester

Enter through the large wooden doors of the Manning House and be transported
back to 1925. The smell of fresh pine and gingerbread greets you as Mary
Manning welcomes you in to enjoy a holiday celebration in her landmark home.
Calvin Coolidge is president. The Jazz Age and the Art Deco movement are in full
swing, and the Great Gatsby was just published. Find out what Christmas in

Manchester was like a century ago.
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Presented by:
Brookside Church

Living History Interpreters by:

\\ : // Manchester Historic Association
\ . // Holiday Styling by:
A Dew Collective

s 45 minute tours on the hour

Festive refreshments following
Scan the code to purchase timed entry tickets
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Brookside Holiday Lights

Brookside will again present its popular community light display during the month of
December on the grounds of the church and everyone is welcome and invited to
participate! Partnering again with The New England Holiday Light Company, Brookside
Church invites everyone to contribute to the community holiday light display by donating
lights in honor of loved ones._You can donate a strand or strands of lights or a Christmas
Star in honor or memory of loved ones, those we’ve lost, those we pray for, or those we
adore.

A single strand or strands of lights (with one name per strand) can be donated for $25 each.
Or, you can donate a Christmas Star for an entire family or a group of four or more names
for $100. The names of those honored or remembered will be a part of the display on the
grounds of the church. Names will also be on our website throughout the month of
December and gift acknowledgment cards are available and make great holiday gifts.

Donate lights in honor or memory scan the QR code below or if you prefer to pay with a
check, please pick up a card in the Narthex and mail or drop it off at the church office with
your payment. Please be sure to include the name of your loved one(s).



https://neholidaylight.com/

